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No Excuse 2015

We are the first generation that can eradicate poverty

and we refuse to miss this opportunity.
We want to live in a poverty-free world and we are part of the first generation that has the financial and technological resources to make it happen. In September 2000, at the Millennium Summit, 189 Heads of State and Government firmly committed to work together to build a safer, more prosperous and equitable world for all by 2015. At the Summit, rich and poor country leaders adopted eight Millennium Development Goals that put a people-centered development at the heart of the global, national and local agendas. These Goals committed rich and poor countries to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, eliminate gender inequality and environmental degradation, and ensure access to education, health care and clean water, all by 2015. To achieve these Goals, both rich and poor countries must take concrete actions.  

We need to hold our Governments accountable to their Millennium pledges. After more than four decades of failed international targets, a staggering 1.2 billion people are still struggling to survive on less than 1 dollar a day; 2.8 billion people are living on less than 2 dollars a day; 113 million of children (two-thirds of them girls) are still out of primary school; and more than 13 million of children (95% in Africa) became orphans for HIV/AIDS. 

We want to reverse this trend and we refuse to be of the generation that missed the opportunity to make the difference.

The Millennium Development Goals are not too ambitious.  They are technically and economically within our reach. What is lacking is the political will to place these Goals at the center of local, national and international policies. 

The global partnership forged at the Millennium Summit committed rich and poor countries to a clear set of responsibilities. Poor countries pledged to improve governance and reform policies, channeling their resources towards the first seven Goals.  Rich countries, for their part, promised to deliver more and more effective aid, faster and deeper debt relief, more trade opportunities and fairer trade rules, and increased technology transfer to poor countries (expressed in Goal 8). But poor countries cannot achieve these goals unless rich countries deliver on their end of the bargain well in advance of 2015.  

We know that a deal is only fair when terms of the deal are balanced.  However, there is a major deficiency in this global partnership. While poor countries committed to specific goals, targets and deadlines for meeting Goals 1 through 7, there are no such benchmarks to measure targets or monitor specific deadlines of rich countries for delivering on Goal 8.  

If we want to achieve the Millennium Goals by 2015, rich countries need to take concrete steps forward and   adopt concrete deadlines:   

Aid—More and more effective
Quantity.  

· Increase aid to 0.7% of gross national income (to which they pledged) by 2010 
Quality.
· Direct aid to the achievements of the MDG (health, education, water, etc.) by 2007

· Direct aid to poor countries (especially in Sub-Saharan Africa) by 2007

· Eliminate requirements that force recipient countries to buy goods and services from the donor countries by 2007 (untying of aid)

· Simplify and harmonize the complex donor requirements that overburden poor countries’ institutional capacity—as agreed in the Rome Declaration on Harmonization
Debt Relief—Faster and deeper
· Ensure debt sustainability by 2006 for heavily indebted poor countries by 2005
Trade—More opportunities and fairer rules

· Eliminate agricultural export subsidies that depress world prices and inhibit poor farmers’ competitiveness and destroy rural livelihood in poor countries by 2010

· Reduce tariffs and quotas to no more than 5% in such areas as textiles, clothing, shoes and agricultural products by 2007 to ensure access for poor producers to rich consumers markets.

Technology—Sharing the fruits of global knowledge

· Ensure transfer of knowledge and technology from rich to poor countries—by 2006 (by reviewing the World Trade Organization TRIPS* agreement for that purpose)

We are the first generation that can eradicate poverty

And we refuse to miss this opportunity
We will make our Governments accountable for their promises
(It is possible to sign the petition on line at www.millenniumcampaign.it or off line by sending an e-mail to adesione@millenniumcampaign.it
* T.R.I.P.S. trade-related aspect of intellectual property rights

Millennium Development Goals





Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger


Achieve universal primary education


Promote gender equality and empower women


Reduce child mortality


Improve maternal health


Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases


Ensure environmental sustainability


Develop a global partnership for development








